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Message from the Head of School 
 

Dear Parents 

Covid-19 

Yesterday you received the message of our first reported positive Covid case at our school. Managing          

something for the first time within a school environment with multiple stakeholders elicits many responses and the 

School, members of the Parents Association and the Governing Body fielded many calls yesterday afternoon. It is 

to be expected that parents will be worried at such a time, because your daughters health and well-being is 

your main priority and concern and many of our girls have relatives with comorbidities which puts these families 

at greater risk. It is also to be expected that girls and parents want to know which girl has been diagnosed or at 

the very least which grade has been impacted. I remind all parents and girls again that this information is        

confidential to protect the identity of the student and I request that you refrain from speculation to ensure that 

this young lady is not stigmatised by members of the community and the family is given the opportunity to       

support her to a full recovery.   

 

I would like to acknowledge the professional and calm manner in which the Covid Management Committee 

responded to this situation and thank our administrative staff for assisting with the communication to our parent 

body. They followed the protocol document to the letter, which was shared with you when the communication 

went out. The Department of Education has been informed and contact tracing has been completed. The class-

rooms were deep cleaned on Thursday evening and the Boarding House will be deep cleaned today, ready for 

the girls return on Sunday and Monday.  

 

This is a reminder to our community that Covid is still very much a risk to us, despite the country moving to level 1, 

and everyone is reminded to adhere to the protocols put in place to protect the health of the community. These 

include wearing a mask at all times while in the company of other people, adhering to the 1.5m physical         

distancing rule and staying at home if you have any one of the Covid symptoms. By doing this we all play our 

part to reduce the risk for the entire community.  

     

Anglican Church School   

As an Anglican school, St Mary's aims to deepen an awareness of the love of God and to encourage spiritual 

growth. While girls of other denominations and faiths are welcome at St Mary's, all pupils are required to attend 

Divinity classes, daily acts of worship and certain other compulsory chapel services. This past week a few Senior 

School girls have challenged the staff regarding the use of references to the Bible and discussions that centred 

around the love of God. I remind our community that as a church school, deeply rooted in the Christian faith, 

that these expressions and discussions form part of the ethos and culture of our 

school. Choosing to attend St Mary’s DSG you and your daughter are made fully 

aware of the School’s relationship with the church. The School, with support from our 

Chaplains and the Bishop, will continue to live out the Christian ethics, espoused by 

the founding Bishop and Sisters from the outset, that have been handed down over 

the years and will remain at the heart of our teaching philosophy.  
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Matric Final Week   

The week has arrived. Our matrics have one final week left at St Mary’s DSG, before they take study leave and 

commence their final examinations. On behalf the School, I take this opportunity to thank the parents for their 

support of the School over the years and for walking this journey with their daughters at St Mary’s DSG. I also 

thank the teachers for their continued support and dedication to ensure that these ladies are ready for the final 

milestone that lies ahead. I wish our matrics a week of happy celebrations with different sectors of the             

community as they conclude their respective school journeys. May God’s richest blessings be bestowed upon 

each one of you in the weeks and months ahead.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Alison Jennings  

Acting Head of School  

Senior School  

Matric Prizegiving  

The Matric Prizegiving takes place on Monday 5 October at 11:30. Matric parents are invited to join us in cele-

brating their daughters’ achievements over the past year. 

Gr 8 – 11 learners will continue with online lessons on Monday to accommodate this event. Teachers involved in 

the Prizegiving will make the necessary arrangements with the girls with regards to pre-recorded lesson material 

and work to be done during lesson time after break.  

 

Early start to lessons for Monday 5 October 

Lesson 1 for all Senior School girls will start at 7:35 on Monday morning. Girls will have a slightly longer break, after 

which lessons after break will continue as normal. 

 

QUILLPAD    
 

Spring was the inspiration for a recent poetry-writing workshop.  
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Gr 11 and 12 Top Up Week 

The last two days of the Academic Top-Up Week offers workshops in Geography, Accounting, Maths and      

Physical Science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 
12 

  Monday – 5 October Tuesday – 6 October 

Session 1 
15:00 – 16:00 

Geography Accounting 

Climatology Cash Flow Statements 

Ms Patti Bossenger Ms Lizel Pollard 
  

Session 2        
16:15 – 17:15 

Geography Accounting 

Fluvial Analysis of Financial Statements 

Ms Patti Bossenger Ms Lizel Pollard 

    

Grade 
11 

Session 1 
15:00 – 16:00 

Monday – 5 October Tuesday – 6 October 

Mathematics Physical Science 

Trigonometry Newton’s laws of motion Projectile Motion 

Christl van den Berg Ms Hanri Bezuidenhout 
  

    

Session 2        
16:15 – 17:15 

Mathematics Physical Science 

Application of Functions Newton’s laws of motion Projectile Motion 

Christl van den Berg Ms Hanri Bezuidenhout 

SPRING BLOSSOM 
  

As the rays of golden sunlight filter through the vibrant leaves, 
The world begins to wake up. 
The crisp morning breeze runs across the open fields 
And the bustle of new life can be heard. 
I free-fall in my mind that is filled with…. 
  
Memories: 
Memories of the rolling hills and lush forests, 
That promise the gift of new hope. 
Memories of the unforgettable flowery scents, 
That tell me that I am home. 
Memories of the comforting sunlight, 
That paints the world with streaks of dandelion yellow. 
Memories of the shuttering of the camera, 
That collected the moments of the reborn earth. 
  
Once the flowers have bloomed,  
And the sun begins to set, 
And the notes of the birds fade into the night. 
I am left only with the moments in my heart, 
And the promise of a brand-new day. 
 

   - Imán Omar Carrim 

A CINQUAIN FOR SPRING 
 
Spring: 
New Life 
is Born Again. 
Mother warms again at  
Equinox. 

 
Lum Mufor-

Atanga 

THE FLOURISH OF SPRING 
 
The seasonal greeting of Spring:                                                                                             
     Blossoming flowers, colourful and bright,                                                                                  
     Sweet floral fragrance,                                                                                                    
     Warmth of the sun, 
     Chirps of the birds, 
     Gentle, soft rain softens the slopes,                                                                                      
     Indigo Jacaranda blooms royally carpet the streets.                                                                        
This is the flourishing of Spring, 
     Season of Grace and Hope.                                                                                                  

 

Angela Ricci POLLEN 
 

pollen flies 
striking down all  
who dare to take a breath  
  
those who are struck down  
feel its wrath  
  
the eye-watering  
face-swelling  
ear-blocking  
rash-inducing  
  
Wrath of pollen 
 

-Tatendanyasha Hansen  

SPRING HAIKU 
Meet my soul in the  
Spring fields of your bemused eyes 
For our love’s not gone. 
 

Amber Maralack 
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Junior School  

From Monday, 5 October, all grades from Grade 0-7 will be expected back at school and online teaching will 

only be offered to students with comorbidities who have the necessary permission from the Acting Principal of 

the Junior School.   

Parents of girls with comorbidities are requested to inform Mrs van der Merwe of their comorbidities in writing. This 

information will be passed on to the relevant teachers. The teachers will be in contact with the girls with      

comorbidities at home and will send them the work they need for the rest of the term. Teachers will make        

contact with the girls via Teams once or twice a week to ensure that they stay on top of their academic work. 

Girls with comorbidities will be accommodated in a separate venue to write their exams.  

New timetables for Grade 4-7 for the rest of the term will be uploaded to the Distance Learning Portal on Friday, 

2 October 2020. 

Weekly schedules for Gr 0-7 will be uploaded on the Distance Learning Portal for the last time on Friday,                
2 October. Girls who are not at school will be marked absent and will be given the opportunity to catch up work 
they have missed on their return to school.                                                                                            

Reminders: 
 

 Lunch: Please remember to pack extra lunch as cooked lunch will not be available. No  Junior School girls 

are allowed to visit the Tuckshop. Orders from the Tuckshop can be placed for lunch or an afternoon snack 

at Aftercare. (Order form for the Tuckshop is available on the Communicator). 

 Hats: Spring has sprung and with the hotter weather the girls need to wear their hats when they are outside 

during break or at PE lessons. Hats must be clearly marked and your daughter must keep it in her bag when 

she is not wearing it.   

 Devices: Devices for Grade 4-7 will be phased out and no devices from home will be necessary from  

 Monday, 12 October.  

 Cellphones: No cellphones are allowed in Junior School for all grades. 

 No blazers may be worn to school until further notice due to Covid-19 regulations. 

 Screening /Arrival  Grade 0 - 7 End of school day Grade 0 End of school day Grade 1-3 End of school day Grade 4-7 

Mon—Thurs 07h00—07h50 12h30 13h30 14h00 

Friday  07h00—07h50 12h30 13h15 13h15 

Junior School Sport Sessions  

Non-compulsory sport sessions for Junior School girls started on Monday, 21 September. These sessions focus on 

getting active again and Covid-19 regulations are adhered to at all times. 

Please see below the arrangements for afternoon sports. 

Please note the following:  

• These are not sport specific sessions. 

• No equipment may be used for these sessions. 

• These sessions take place at the Athletics track. 

• Girls doing sports in the afternoon must come to school wearing their sport uniform. 

• All girls are fetched from and returned to aftercare. 

• All girls must bring their hats and water bottles. 

Monday and Wednesday 

Grade 0 and 1 13:45 – 14:30 

Grade 4 and 6 14:30 – 15:15 

Tuesday and Thursday 

Grade 2 and 3 13:45 – 14:30 

Grade 5  and 7 14:30 – 15:15 
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Grade 5- 7 Exams:    Junior School Proposed November Exam Timetable  

 

Girls in Grade 5-7 will receive their study lists for the exams on Thursday, 22 October. 

Exam Timetable Time Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 

Wed     4 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 
  

FAL   

Thurs   5 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 
  

English 

Fri        6 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 FAL NS 

Mon     9 Nov 10:30 – 12:00   English   

Tues   10 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 English   Maths 

Wed    11Nov 10:30 – 12:00   Maths Geography 

Thurs  12 Nov 10:30 – 12:00 Maths   History 

Fri       13 Nov 10:30 – 12:00   NS FAL 

Parent Feedback on Junior School Wellness Window Activities  ~  The Counselling Centre  
 

Dear Parents, 

  

With the return of our girls across the grades to face-to-face learning, we have made some changes to our ap-

proach to the Seesaw Wellness Windows to ensure that we can consolidate the material we cover with the girls 

in their Wellness enrichment lessons. This means that the Wellness Windows will be designed to align with the 

topic covered in each grade’s Wellness enrichment lesson. As such, we will release a Wellness Window once 

every cycle (this will be dependent on each grade and will allow for each class to have their Wellness enrich-

ment lesson in person) rather than weekly. We will however continue to communicate with you and provide 

you with useful tips and ideas to extend the various Wellness themes, in this segment of the newsletter.  

In this cycle the following themes are covered:  

 The Grade 0 and Grade 1 girls are learning about problem solving, the different ‘sized’ problems we en-

counter and how the different sizes and their possible solution can be approached.  

 The Grade 2 girls are learning more about friendship and what it means to be a good friend.  

 The Grade 3 girls are learning more about problem solving and conflict management.  

 The Grade 4 to 6 learners are learning about ‘Worry’ – what it is, what happens on a neurological level, 

and most importantly, how they can manage their worry.  

The girls will be provided with practical tools to use in a variety of situations and will have the     

opportunity to practise these, both in their on-line Wellness Window on Seesaw and during their in 

person Wellness enrichment lessons.  
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2020 TERM 3 CALENDAR—Important Dates 

Whole School   

15 October School closes for half-term 

20 October Girls return to school after half-term 

27 November Final Assemblies 

Junior School 

06-13 November Grade 5-7 Exams 

13 November Grade 0 Concert 

19 November Grade 7 Leavers function (17h00) 

26 November Prizegivings 

27 November JS Final Assembly 

Senior School 

05 October 
Grade 12 parents and girls – Prizegiving in 

the Diocesan Hall (11h30 – 13h00) 

08 October Grade 12 Valediction Mass and Dinner (17h00) 

29 October Grade 10 & 11 Exams start 

05 November Grade 8 & 9 Exams start 

 

2021  

CALENDAR 

 

P l e a s e  b e        

advised that the 

half term dates 

for the Trinity 

Term (Term 2) 

are still to be            

confirmed.  

Term 1 (53 days) 

Start Wednesday 13 January 

Close Wednesday 31 March 

Half Term 
CLOSE Thursday 25 February (12h00) 

RETURN Tuesday 2 March 

Public Holidays Sunday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 

  Monday 22 March (Public Holiday) 
  

Term 2 (68 days) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 

Close Friday 6 August 

Half Term CLOSE Friday 11 June (normal time) 

  RETURN Monday 21 June 
      

Term 3 (62 days) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (12h00) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Junior School  

Pastoral Matters 

Class or Form Teacher  
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics 

Mrs L Whitelaw                         

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Academic Matters 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Acting Head of Foundation Phase    

Mrs F Pienaar 

fpienaar@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding 

Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Mrs A Lotter           

alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Mrs C Victor                                                

cvictor@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Pastoral Matters—Senior House Mother  

Mrs P Pinker 

ppinker@stmarys.pta.school.za 

CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION 

Senior School  

Pastoral Matters  
 

Grade 8 – Mrs B Fineberg 

bfineberg@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 9 – Mrs A van den Berg 

avandenberg@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 10 – Miss A Watson 

awatson@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 11 – Mrs S Stone 

sstone@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Grade 12 – Miss J Brown 

jbrown@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Academic Matters    

Vice-principal of Academics 

Mrs J Miller                                                   

jmiller@stmarys.pta.school.za 
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